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When he was elected Member for the University of London he
said, "I can claim the honour of representing the only constituency
in England that would accept me !?J He was an albino and suffered
terribly from his eyesight. His rather Rabelaisian humour he toned
down to suit Victorian propriety ; hence his nickname, "Rabelais
au Lait" A letter to Goschen, written when he (Lowe) was Home
Secretary., runs :

Secretary of State,
Home Department.
Nov. 25/75.

MY DEAR  GOSCHEN,

I am sorry it mil not be in my power to accept your pleasant
invitation.

Very truly yours,
ROBERT LOWE,

alias dictus
Rabelais au Lait,

Lowe was afterwards raised to the peerage as Viscount Sherbrooke.
As is the case with most sarcastic men? he did not spare his wife.
One evening at a dinner party the conversation turned on the
marriage service and he said to her, "When I said Svith all my
worldly goods I thee endow/ I hadn't a penny/'

"Oh, but you had your* brains, dear/' she answered.

"Yes, but I didn't endow you with those/' he retorted.

Once a Radical schoolmaster who wished to see the study of
Greek and Latin done away with, said to him, "I have the greatest
contempt for Aristotle."

"But not the contempt familiarity breeds/' answered Lowe.

After Gladstone's defeat in 1886 there was a great re-shuffling
of the Parliamentary cards. Several of his most important supporters
had deserted him, including Chamberlain and Goschen, who was
Member for East Edinburgh. At the previous General Election his
majority had been 2,408. At this one he was defeated by one of
1,440. It is hard to understand why the electors threw out their
distinguished Member, except on the ground of Gladstone's immense
personal prestige, for his Irish policy was by no means popular in
Scotland. A little later Goschen contested a very Gladstonian
division in Liverpool and was defeated by seven votes ! A fortnight
afterwards, however, he was returned for the staunchly aristocratic
and Tory constituency of St. George's, Hanover Square, with a
majority of over 4,000 votes over a Home Ruler, so all was well.